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: A step towards on equal tomorrow
Senahu University Kitakami High Sehoal  Sasaks Hiker
While waiching the news and TV recently, in antiapation of the Tokyo Olympees. T noteed

something shocking. Did you also noticee? There was a lurge show of public disduin for women ind
women's rights here in Jupan. From the news, T learned shout the existence of a gender gap in Jupan
and the challenges people here nre fueng to sehieve squality

From that experience, | hecame aware of the term “gender gap”. Japan hos long been a country
with a strong awareness of gender roles, Foe example, there s ol oo image that “men should
comeentrate on work and women should concentrate on housework and childore”™  In addition, due to
the enmactment of a new law, even of employment and education opportuniiies are equal, the burden of
raiseng children 1= expected of women. The World Eeonomic Forum released the Global Gender Gagp
Index on March 31st, 2021, with Japan ranked 120ch out of 133 countries OF the seven developed
enuntries. Japan wis the only one that did not make it into the top 100. Althoogh there is no differenos
hetween men and women in the Geld of education, these is g wide gop belween men and women in

eeoncmic and political aspects such as income.

I tnce wondered, “Why are men the only representatives and leaders of this countey? | don’t
think 1t's a bad thing for wemen to play an active rode as dectson makers. Tn et in Japan, women hase
never been prime minsters for more than 50 yenrs. Most of the people ve seen i power in my ife are
men, such as prioopals and student coune] presadents. 10 s omportant for me and all women o see
themselves represented in thoss power positions, From a histoneal background, we often hear and hear
that “the successn ix a boy™. Why ba Uhis? Even i there are biologica] differences, nowadays there are
few payehological and sscinl differences between men and women. Surprisingly, there are a ot of gender
gaps around us that we just miss. Achieving gender equality will help us discover other potnts of view

and make it easier for many people to live freely
However, when | was asked in i elass, "1s it seally good to make sverything equal ?* | I found it
really mteresting. For exnmple, there are muny hot speingsin Japan, 1t 1 in a0 bot apring that pesple ean

find & pence of mmd. But, if all the hot springs are nuxed bathing because of the equality of men and

women, would you want to go as wsusl? T think there will be resistance to gmng. No matter how
important equality is, there must be something io distinguish between the genders, To close the gender
gap. we st determine how for the couse of the gap is.

In this wiry, the gender dipartty that arses in our daaly hves hies beeome 0 magor 1ssee 18 wall be
chfficialt to resolve thas tssue cight sway, but stace the gender differences o society and culbure were
created by humons, we, who live in the present, should be dble to reselve them. Btarting this year, my
high schoil allowed schealgicls to wear sliscks, and [ felt that this overtumed culturally und secally

created prejudices and views. IUs not eusy to take aotion. However, knowing the curnent state of thas
dispurity 18 defimtely a big step m solving the problem. Remember this before giving wp, saying “1 ean't
do anything®. You are resdy to step forward. Step wp with me! To create a tomormow where everyane

can live comfartably by our swn hands.
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